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I would like the thank the other members of the Peterborough Recreation Committee (PRC): Vice Chair Rob 
Fox; Andrew Brescia; Roxanne Loudin, and Michelle Rourke. I would also like to thank Michael Strand and 
Brendan Bohl, who each served on the PRC during 2020. Thanks also to Bill Taylor, our Select Board liaison 
to the PRC.  
 
Special thanks are due to Andrew (Andy) Dunbar, former PRC chair and long-serving, dedicated leader of 
this committee for more than two decades. At our August meeting, Mr. Dunbar was recognized by the PRC 
and the Peterborough Recreation Department (PRD) with a framed certificate in appreciation of his 21 years 
of service to the town and the PRD, as a member of the PRC and as chair for the last five years. “Thanks a 
Million, Andy!” Andy’s commitment to and love of the town is an inspiring model for all of us. 
 
Your Recreation Committee meets monthly, generally the first Wednesday of the month, at 6:30 p.m. All 
meetings are open to the public, and we encourage you to come, and also to consider running for election to 
one of the 3-year seats on the PRC. The Recreation Committee is a link between the Recreation Department 
and the community. This year we met for the first three months in our usual spot, the meeting room in the 
Recreation Department offices on Union Street. Then COVID came along. When it was okayed to do so, we 
shifted our meetings outside to the Pavilion at Adams Park. For the final quarter of the year, and continuing 
now into 2021, we have met via Zoom. Meetings (and Zoom links) are posted on Town and Rec Department 
websites and Facebook pages, and when buildings are open, at the Recreation Department office and the 
Town House. We are your PRC and we welcome your engagement with us. 
 
It’s very interesting to reread the minutes of our meetings and look at the year in review. And what a year it 
was! The minutes of January, February and early March betray no hint of what was about to come. We talked 
about the status of “panic buttons” being installed in the Peterborough Community Center (PCC) and the 
PRD, also at Adams Pool and Cunningham Pond, helping to ensure the safety of our staff and our patrons. 
We talked about addressing the ongoing physical needs of the PCC, a topic that will end the year 2020, as it 
began. We talked about Skiing and Stroll and Bowl, about Summer Teen Challenge and the Family Spring 
Fling Dance. 
 
We welcomed Lisa Koziell-Betz, formerly the Program Coordinator, as our newly appointed Recreation 
Director. In April John Kohlmorgen, formerly Program Coordinator in Milford, became Program 
Coordinator for the PRD. Both Lisa and John jumped in feet first, and were ably helped by PRD staff 
members Lauren Martin, Gloria Schultz and Linda Paris, who all played a huge part in “keeping the trains 
running on time” in incredibly challenging circumstances, due to the global pandemic that affected pretty 
much everything we do, and required flexibility, creativity, problem-solving and teamwork to keep fulfilling 
the mission of “providing the best possible recreation experience for all children, teens, adults, and senior 
citizens in the Town of Peterborough.” 
 
In the summer, with Adams Pool closed and Cunningham Pond open on a much more restricted schedule, 
the PRC leaned in to fulfill one of its core purposes, “To help provide high quality recreation opportunities 
for all Peterborough residents.” We joined the permanent and seasonal staff in taking shifts at the Pond. 
Speaking personally, but I think also for my fellow PRC members, it was one of those unexpected “blessings 
in disguise.” It was work, but it was fun. We got to know the wonderful young people who work at 
Cunningham Pond, and they got to know us. We got to interact with the public, and it was just about 99% 
positive (at least for us!). We got to appreciate this beautiful, amazing, precious resource that we are so 
fortunate to have. We got to be grateful for our health and our access to nature. We look forward to the time 
when we can once again visit and staff the pond in the normal way, but we will have some fond memories of 
the Summer of 2020. 
 



Finally, as 2020 came to a close, we embarked on our annual review and discussion of the Fiscal Year 2022 
Budget and Capital Improvement Project (CIP) requests to be put before the Budget Committee and Select 
Board in January. Once again, the needs and issues of the PCC (Peterborough Community Center) were 
central to our discussion. Through the cooperation of the Public Works, Finance, and Recreation 
departments, as well as the Select Board and Town Administration, this discussion seems to be progressing. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you and Our Town. 
Kate Coon, 
Peterborough Recreation Department Chair 
 


